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Official Newsletter for NAMI South Dakota Summer  2016 

 

NAMI SOUTH DAKOTA 
is the state’s voice on 
mental illness. Through 
education, advocacy and 
support, we strive to 
provide hope for 
individuals with mental 
illness and their families.  
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On the Calendar 
 
Walk website closes:  July 
21 
 
NAMI National 
Convention:  July 5-9 
 
Affiliate Leaders Retreat: 
July 30-31 
 
NAMI SD Conference:   
Sept. 29-30 
 
 

 

2016 NAMIWALK Breaks Records 
 

On May 21st, hundreds of walkers joined together to raise awareness, 

stomp out stigma, and celebrate recovery at Sertoma Park in Sioux Falls. 

Along with many virtual walkers and our terrific sponsors, they raised a 

record amount for mental health recovery support groups and education 

classes throughout the state. As of June 21, our grand total was over 

$80,000 raised, and funds are still coming in.  South Dakota is one of the 

top three spring Walks in the nation in percentage of funds raised over 

goal.  Donations can be made by mail or online until July 21.  

(www.namiwalks.org/southdakota) 

 

The Walk continues to grow, and is a highlight of our year at NAMI. This 

year, we added a 5K run to our activities, and the runners made history 

for us.  Our thanks go to Kari Clark, Darrin Palmer and Julie 

Schoolmeester for making the run a reality. 

 

NAMI South Dakota is changing lives, one step at a time!  See page 4 for a 

complete listing of Walk sponsors. 

 

 

 

Thank you! 
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Dear Friends, 
 
Right on the heels of a successful Walk, where we met many new friends, team captains and runners, we are 

getting ready for our annual conference in September.  There is no down time at NAMI!   
 
This year our conference will be held in Sioux Falls.  Those of you who are conference regulars 
will note that it’s been a number of years since we’ve gathered in the southeastern part of the 
state.  We change locations every year to give everyone a chance to attend near home—in 2017 
we will be back in Spearfish, and we’re already scouting locations for 2018.  Registration forms 

are included in this newsletter, and you can also register on our website at www.namisouthdakota.org.  Register 
today to save your spot at this popular conference.   
 
Our opening keynote speaker will be NAMI’s senior policy advisor, Ron Honberg.  He oversees NAMI’s federal 
advocacy agenda and their work on legal and criminal justice issues.  These topics are very much on our minds in 
South Dakota, with the Chief Justice’s Task Force on Criminal Justice and Mental Illness Early Intervention coming 
to the end of their 2016 work in October.  We are eager to hear Ron’s thoughts and welcome him to South Dakota. 

On Friday, September 30 we will hear from author Joan Becker and Miss International 2015, Elise Banks.  Joan will 
share how her personal family experience served as the catalyst for her to become an advocate and public speaker 
for individuals with mental illness.  You won’t want to miss her powerful message.  And Elise will be traveling from 
Texas to bring us her platform “Healthy Mind, Successful Life”, in which she works to break the stigma associated 
with mental illness.  Elise works as a clinical therapist and is a national ambassador for NAMI.   
 
We are excited to have an extra event taking place on Saturday, October 1st.  Elise Banks and Ericka Long of Go 
Long Fitness in Austin will be leading a Mind Your Body Funk-A-Thon, a 60-minute cardio dance class that mixes 
top-40 music, fun moves and mental health education in one unforgettable experience.   

 
As always, we will be joined by more than a dozen regional and local presenters who will conduct 20 breakout 
sessions, with something of interest to everyone.  We hope you can join us this year! 
  
 

-- Wendy Giebink 

P.S. Don’t forget to “like” our Facebook page & visit our website at www.namisouthdakota.org, too. 
 

  
 
 

     

                           

 

 

 

 

NAMI SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Nicole Burger    Randy Stewart   Priscilla Stevenson 
 
Jill Furan    Tom Silverthorn   Stacey Tieszen 
 
Shirley Gross    Steve Lindquist   Robert Giebink 
 
Scott Stubbe    David Braun    Kari Johnston 
 
Paula Brown    Lois Knoke 

From the Executive Director 
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NAMI Rapid City held a Lunch and Learn workshop on 
May 19th.  Representatives of many community and 
regional agencies attended to learn about NAMI 
programs and discuss how they can work together to 
increase mental health awareness and serve people of all 
ages.   
 
Marilyn Charging led the program, with NAMI Rapid City 
leaders Bill Shroll, Audrey Lang and NAMI Northern Hills 
leaders Tim Flaskamp and Loran Harris.   
 
Representatives from both groups took part in the 
Annual Main Street Square activity following the 
workshop. Pictured below are Jim and Sherry Blackwell. 
 

 
 

 

NEWS FROM ABERDEEN 

NAMI Aberdeen participated in several local events 

during Mental Health Awareness Month in May, 

including the FallOut Creative Community 

Bicycle/Art Fest.  Their group has been out and 

about raising awareness with radio shows, booths, 

presentations and media events.  Great work! 

 

Around the State 

Volunteer 
Trainings 

Family to Family Teacher 

training will be held in Ft. 

Pierre on August 19-21.  

 

Connection and Family 

Support Group trainings will 

be held in Sioux Falls on 

September 16-18. 

 

Contact the NAMI office to 

find out how you can be 

trained in these programs: 

(605-271-1871) or 

namisd@midconetwork.com. 

 

The South Dakota Task Force on Criminal Justice and Mental Health Early Intervention will meet at the 
Ramkota Hotel in Rapid City on July 11, the AmericInn in Ft. Pierre on August 18, and September 22 and 
October 14 at the Red Rossa Conference Center in Pierre.  These meetings are open to the public, with 
opportunity for comment at 12:30 pm.  You can stay informed on the progress of this task force by visiting 
their website at mentalillnesscommunityjustice.sd.gov   
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Nominations Being Taken for Board and CC Positions 

 
NAMI South Dakota members will elect members of the state board of directors at 
the annual meeting on September 30, 2016.  All dues-paid members are eligible to 
vote.  Nominations for the board of directors will be taken through July 30, 2016.  
Contact NAMI SD at namisd@midconetwork.com to receive a nomination form.    
 

The board of directors of NAMI South Dakota is responsible for defining the organization’s 
mission and for providing overall leadership and strategic direction to the organization.  In 
carrying out its duties, the board of directors actively sets policy and ensures that the 
organization has adequate resources to carry out its mission; provides direct oversight and 
direction for the executive director and is responsible for the annual evaluation of his/her 
performance; and annually evaluates its own effectiveness as a governing body, as a group 
of volunteers, and as representatives of the community in upholding the public interest 
served by the corporation.  The board meets at least quarterly in locations around the state 
of South Dakota.  Candidates must be willing and able to attend these meetings on a regular 
basis.  Board members are nominated for three-year terms. 
 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

  

Announcements 

The Consumer Council is an advisory group made up of NAMI SD members who live 
with a mental illness.  Meetings are held monthly by teleconference.  The Council 
works to represent the interests of people living with mental illness, and to advise the 
NAMI South Dakota board of directors.  Members elect officers for two-year terms at 
the annual meeting.  The Consumer Council is seeking nominations for the positions of 
Chair and Treasurer.  Please contact namisd@midconetwork.com to request a 
nomination form.  Forms must be returned by July 30, 2016.      
 

We would like to thank our 2016 Walk Sponsors for their generous support: 

   
 

South Dakota Premier Sponsor: 

 
 

Silver Sponsors:  Sanford, First Premier, Lewis, Pierre Indian Learning Center 
Bronze Sponsors:  Sands Drywall, First Bank & Trust, Southeastern Behavioral 

Supporter Sponsors:  Carroll Institute, Jason Foundation, Keystone, Johnson & Christensen Law 
Office, Sanford Psychiatry & Psychology Clinic, Preferred Printing 

Kilometer Sponsors:  Caribou, Etc. for Her Magazine, Face It Together, Manna Bakery, 
Northwestern Energy, Scotts Lumber, Spectrum Marketing, Tallgrass Recovery, VOA-Dakotas 

Media Sponsor:  Townsquare Media 

 

mailto:namisd@midconetwork.com
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   2016 Conference Registration 
 

 

 

Enclosed is my registration for the NAMI South Dakota annual conference to be 

held September 29-30, 2016 at the Ramkota Hotel in Sioux Falls. 
 

Name: __________________________________________________ 

  

Organization: ____________________________________________ 

  

Address: ________________________________________________ 

  

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________ 

  

Phone and email: _________________________________________ 

  

     _____      I am enclosing payment for the conference ($90.00) 

                      ($110.00 if postmarked after September 1, 2016) 

Registration fee includes breaks, dinner on Thursday, and breakfast 

and lunch on Friday. 

        

     _____      I am enclosing an additional $25.00 payment for CEU’s  

  (Fee for CEUs must be paid in advance) 
  

     _____      I am applying for a stipend/scholarship (separate application required) 

  

     _____      Please bill my organization (arrangements made in advance) 

  

 

Make checks payable to:       NAMI South Dakota  
  

Mail to:       PO Box 88808, Sioux Falls, SD 57109 
  

 

 Hotel rooms are available at a special rate of: $94.99. Call the 

Ramkota Hotel at (605) 336-0650 and mention the NAMI 

Conference to get this rate. Call by 8/29/16 to ensure availability. 
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Stipend/Scholarship Application 
NAMI South Dakota Statewide Conference -- Sioux Falls, SD 

September 29-30, 2016 

 

To be considered for a scholarship to assist with expenses to attend the 2016 NAMI South Dakota Conference in Sioux Falls, please 

complete this form and mail it to: 

 

NAMI South Dakota, PO Box 88808, Sioux Falls, SD 57109-8808                                      (or email to:  namisd@midconetwork.com) 

 

This application   must be received by:         September 1, 2016 

 

NAME:   _____________________________________________________        Male ____ Female ____ 

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________ 

CITY/STATE/ZIP:  _____________________________________________ 

PHONE NUMBER:  ____________________________________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS:  ____________________________________________ 

 

Scholarships are chosen by lottery.  No scholarships will be awarded prior to September 1, 2016. 

 

I would like to attend the conference because:  

 

_________________________________________________________________________                               

             __________________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

 I do not need a hotel room for Thursday night. 

  I will be driving my own vehicle. _________________________.  

 I am requesting mileage reimbursement for driving my own vehicle. 

 I am getting a ride from _________________________________________________. 

 I can afford to pay ________ to cover part of the cost of the scholarship so more people can attend (enclosed). 

      I need a wheelchair accessible room:     ______ No    ______ Yes       

      I have special dietary requirements: ________________________________________  

        I understand I must pay for my own meals, except for those covered in the registration fee. 

 I understand the scholarship covers only the registration fee and lodging.  

Lodging will be for the night of September 29, 2016.  NAMI SD will make reservations for scholarship recipients for that night only. 

 I understand that the hotel rooms are double-occupancy (single/private rooms are not available).  

I would like to have ___________________________________________ as my roommate.  If no roommate is listed, I understand 

one will be assigned.     

 I understand the hotel property is non-smoking. 

      I agree to attend all sessions of the 2016 NAMI South Dakota Statewide Conference. 

If you are not a member of NAMI South Dakota, please complete a membership form prior to submitting this scholarship request.   

(Submit on www.namisouthdakota.org or request one from the office, namisd@midconetwork.com or 605-271-1871.) 

 

 

Signed: ______________________________________   Date: ___________________________ 
 

My signature means I have read and agree to the above conditions. 

 

Scholarships are provided through funding from the SD Department of Social Services. 

http://www.namisouthdakota.org/
mailto:namisd@midconetwork.com
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Thank you to those who made donations.  Without your help, NAMI South Dakota would 

not be able to fulfill its mission to offer support and resources for people living with mental 

illness, as well as educating families and others.  We couldn’t do what we do without 

you! 

 

Donations April 23 – June 15, 2016  

Anderson, Marj 

Armitage, Gerald 

Auer, Helen & George 

Boadwine, Bondell 

Butterfield, Harold 

Finck, Mary 

Fuller, William & Gail 

Leischner, Kristie (In Memory of Donald 

Beauchamp) 

Network for Good 

Peterson-Olson, RoseAnn (In Memory of 

Sandy Peterson) 

Reisch, Nancy & Paul 

Reistad, Terryl 

Sachs, Don & Mary 

Schmidt, Anita 

Scott, Harriet 

Sigler, Myrtice 

Spicer, L.L. 

Staben, Paulene 

Suel, Charlann E. 

*Every effort has been made to recognize recent   

donors.  If you think there has been an error, please 

contact our office.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOW TO BECOME A DONOR: 

Visit the donation page on our website: www.namisouthdakota.org/donate to make a gift by Pay Pal or 
credit card.  If you would rather donate by check, please make out your check to NAMI South Dakota and 
mail it to:  NAMI South Dakota, P.O. Box 88808, Sioux Falls, SD  57109 

Please consider becoming a monthly donor.  This is an easy way to continually support the work of 
NAMI South Dakota.  Contact Wendy at namisd@midconetwork.com or 605-271-1871 and ask for a 
form to designate a monthly automatic donation.  We appreciate your help! 
 
Another way to ensure that mental health education and support will continue in South Dakota is legacy 
giving.  Please contact John at 605-553-3204 to learn how your gift will benefit others for years to come. 
 
NAMI South Dakota is a 501c3 organization.  Donations are tax-deductible.  THANK YOU! 

Thank You to Our Donors 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

OUR LOCAL AFFILIATES: 

Rapid City 605-389-6854   Northern Hills 605-723-6044 

Sioux Falls 605-610-7226   Huron 605-350-9516 

Pierre 605-280-2882   Brookings 605-692-8948 

Yankton 605-661-2223   Watertown 605-882-2254 

Aberdeen 605-228-5983   Consumer Council 605-238-5766 

 
CONNECT WITH US: 

Website: www.namisouthdakota.org   

Email namisd@midconetwork.com   Twitter  @NAMISouthDakota    

Phone: (605) 271-1871 

(800) 551-2351 (Toll Free) 

Facebook www.facebook.com/namisodak 

 


