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Official Newsletter for NAMI South Dakota Fall  2016 

 

NAMI SOUTH DAKOTA 
is the state’s voice on 
mental illness. Through 
education, advocacy and 
support, we strive to 
provide hope for 
individuals with mental 
illness and their families.  

 

In This Issue 
 
 
Greetings ................................ 2 
 
Around the State  ................ 3 
 
Announcements .................. 4 
 
Donations ............................... 5 
 
Membership Mixer ............. 6 
 
Membership Form ............. 7 

 
 
 

On the Calendar 
 
 
Hospital Gift Drive:  
November 1-December 16 
 
Members Mixer:  Dec. 27 
 
Annual Report:  Jan. 2017 
 
Mental Health Day at the 
Legislature:  Feb. 9, 2017 
 
 
 

 

Hundreds Benefit from Pathways to 
Recovery Conference  

 
The 2016 NAMI South Dakota Annual Conference celebrated 18 years 

with the Pathways to Recovery Conference held in Sioux Falls on 

September 29-30.  More than 200 people attended to learn from experts 

in the field of mental health, sponsors, family members and people living 

with mental illness.   

 

The conference was kicked off with a keynote presentation by Mr. Ron 

Honberg, Senior Policy Advisor at NAMI.  Mr. Honberg shared strategies 

and best practices from around the nation for reducing incarceration of 

those living with mental illness.   

 

Keynote presenter Joan Becker shared her powerful story of advocacy 

following her family’s personal experience detailed in her book, 

“Sentenced to Life”. 

 

Clinical therapist Elise Banks ended the conference by giving strategies 

for families with children to build resilience and access better services.  

Elise, the former Miss International, also brought the energetic Mind 

Your Body program to Sioux Falls with instructor Ericka Long. 

 

Twenty individual breakout sessions were featured on a variety of 

popular topics addressing mental health and ways to further recovery. 

 

See page 3 for a list of this year’s sponsors.  The conference would not be 

possible without their generous support. 

 

Thank you for attending.  We’ll see you next year in Spearfish. 
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Dear Friends, 
 
The election season is over, but mental health advocacy continues.  Please take time to contact your local and state 
representatives and tell them why mental health care reform is needed.  We need mental health care parity to be 
fully enforced and for all people to have access to quality mental health care.  Your personal stories have a lot of 
power, and our lawmakers need to hear from us.   
 
We are including a membership form in this newsletter.  Why is membership important, you ask?  For one thing, 
because numbers matter.  We see that in our local, state and national elections, and we see it in our advocacy 
efforts.  People listen when we work together and speak with one voice.   
 
Secondly, growing our membership enables us to reach more people who need the education and support NAMI 
provides.  So many people are sent to us by our members, and one thing they commonly say is, “I didn’t know 
about NAMI.”   Together, we can change that by promoting NAMI and NAMI membership in our communities. 
 
You’ll hear more about membership in this newsletter and on our social media channels this fall.  If it’s time to 
renew your own membership, you can do that online at www.namisouthdakota.org or by mailing back the form 
enclosed here.   
 
And we are listening to our members—You asked, “What else can NAMI do for me?”  So for starters, we’re hosting a 
Membership Mixer for all NAMI South Dakota members on December 27 in Sioux Falls.  Look for announcements 
of how you can celebrate membership where you live, with your local NAMI friends.  And please remember to 
“like” our Facebook page and tell your friends about how NAMI helps you. 
 
We can guarantee it will make a difference in South Dakota, because we see it happen all the time.  You are the best 
ambassadors for improving mental health care and providing life-saving education and support.  We couldn’t do it 

without you!  
 

-- Wendy Giebink 

  

 
 

     

                           

 

 

 

 

 

NAMI SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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From the Executive Director 

http://www.namisouthdakota.org/
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Around the State 

Volunteer Leaders 
Training  

NAMI South Dakota 

celebrated successful 

summer and early fall state 

trainings for Connection and 

Family Support Group 

Facilitators and Family to 

Family teachers.  

NAMI Basics training for 

teachers took place 

November 4-6 in Rapid City. 

Contact the NAMI office to 

find out how you can be 

trained in these programs: 

(605-271-1871) or 

namisd@midconetwork.com. 

 
Thank you to our 2016 
Conference Sponsors 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Keystone 
Jason Foundation 

SD Quitline 
PhRMA 

SD Council on Mental Health Centers 
Transition Services Liaison Project 

Volunteers of America-Dakotas 
LSS 

Relationship University 
211 Helpline 

 
 

 
Presenter Matt Walz and Consumer Council Representatives 

Meredith Clark and Tom Silverthorn 
at the 2016 Conference 
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NAMI 2016 Hall of Fame 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Holiday Gift Drive  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcements 

The following individuals have been inducted into NAMI’s Hall of Fame for Connection 
Recovery Support Group Leaders:  GOLD: Penny Hall, Loran Harris, Timothy Flaskamp. 
 
These individuals have been inducted into the In Our Own Voice Hall of Fame:  GOLD: 
Rose Ann Olson, Penny Hall, Chuck Taylor, Lois Knoke, Loran Harris, Tim Flaskamp. 
SILVER:  Montie Barkley, Tedd Curry 
 

Congratulations to everyone! 

Mental Health Task Force Completes Work 
 

The 22-member Task Force on Community Justice and Mental Health Early Intervention held its 
final meeting in October.  The Task Force, appointed by Chief Justice John Gilbertson and 
Governor Dennis Daugaard in March 2016, met monthly to address the following goals: 

 
 To improve public safety and improve the treatment of people with mental illness who 

come into contact with the criminal justice system; 
 To more effectively identify mental illness in people coming into contact with the criminal 

justice system through training, screening, and expanded response and diversion options; 
all while holding offenders and government more accountable; 

 To better allocate resources to improve early intervention services and preserve jail and 
prison resources for violent, chronic and career criminals. 

 
The Task Force will release their recommendations to the governor and the public soon.  These 

recommendations are expected to result in legislative proposals for the 2017 session.  NAMI 
South Dakota Executive Director Wendy Giebink was a member of the Task Force.  She will 

continue to work to ensure the recommendations are carried forward.  NAMI members will be 
apprised of these recommendations and proposed legislation.  Your support in Pierre on Mental 

Health Day February 9th will be important in making legislators aware of these issues.  Read more 
at https://mentalillnesscommunityjustice.sd.gov/  

From November 1-December 16, NAMI friends and members are invited to drop off new, unwrapped 
gifts for patients at Avera Behavioral Hospital at our office, 1601 E. 69th St, Suite 210.  Your gifts will 
bring a little cheer to children ages 6-18 and adults who are hospitalized during the holiday season.  
These items are suggested:  fleece throws, warm and cheerful socks, small stuffed animals, card games, 
puzzle and coloring books, fine-tipped markers, books, videos, jigsaw puzzles, board games, thinking 
putty, and non-spiral journals or notebooks.  Patients and staff are so appreciative of these gifts that 

help people remember our NAMI motto:  You Are Not Alone.  Thank you! 
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Thank you to those who made donations this quarter.  With your help, NAMI South Dakota is able 

to fulfill its mission of providing support, education and advocacy for families and individuals 

affected by mental illness.  With your donation, you become a partner in the mission. 

 

Donations June 1 to October 15, 2016  

Anderson, Marj 

Armitage, Gerald 

Amazon Smile Foundation 

Bailey, Lois 

Bliss, Norman & Melanie 

Booze, Opal Joan (In Memory of Harold 

Booze) 

Butterfield, Harold 

Farm Credit Services of America 

Ferguson, Jarrad 

Finck, Mary 

Fink, Margaret 

Fogas, Bruce 

Fuller, William & Gail 

Goemaat, Jean 

Graves, Helen 

Holleman, Sandy (In Honor of Heidi 

Holleman) 

Kittams-Lalley, Janet (In Memory of Henry & 

Pearline Kittams) 

Laufmann, Duane 

Leischner, Kristie (In Memory of Donald 

Beauchamp) 

Little Dog Rooks, Cheryl 

Network for Good 

Nissen, Anna (In Honor of Steve Lindquist) 

Ode, Stephanie 

Peterson-Olson, RoseAnn (In Memory of 

Sandy Peterson) 

Reisch, Nancy & Paul 

Reistad, Terryl 

Schmidt, Anita 

Scott, Harriet 

Sigler, Myrtice 

Spicer, L.L. 

Staben, Paulene 

Stewart, Randall 

Suel, Charlann E. 

Van Deest, Ben & Dee (In Honor of Richard 

Livingston) 

White, Angie 

Young, Karen 

Ziegler Jr., Jerrald 

 

 

*Every effort has been made to recognize recent   

donors.  If you think there has been an error, please 

contact our office.

 

 
 

HOW TO BECOME A DONOR:  Visit the donation page on our website: www.namisouthdakota.org/donate to make a gift 
by Pay Pal or credit card.  If you would rather donate by check, please make out your check to NAMI South Dakota and 
mail it to:  NAMI South Dakota, P.O. Box 88808, Sioux Falls, SD  57109 

NAMI South Dakota is a 501c3 organization.  Donations are tax-deductible.  THANK YOU! 

Thank You to Our Donors 
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Coming soon! 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Where:  the Fireside Room @ First Community Reformed Church, 2901 East 
26th Street in Sioux Falls, SD. 
 
When:   Tuesday, December 27th, 2016 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This free, festive event, which is not a fundraiser, will simply be a time to enjoy delicious 
hors d'oeuvres and desserts, non-alcoholic beverages, mingling, and live music. In addition 
to meeting other members, you’ll get a look at everything you helped NAMI SD accomplish 
in 2016, along with what’s planned for next year. Your continued support is valuable to us; 
please come and let us know what would make NAMI SD membership more valuable for 
you in the future.   

 
 

Not a member or want to renew? 
Please visit namisouthdakota.org/join or give us a call at (605) 271-1871. Yearly individual 

membership starts at just $3.00 for Open Door Membership. 

 

Please join us . . . 
As we formally celebrate each of our NAMI South Dakota members 

For the very first--but certainly not the last--time! 
 


